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= + Eachof the 200 missiles will ride on

3.5 ;"The Russxans-wouldbe forced.into |;
-4 ¢akind of shell game. if they.consid+|-
y éered an attack onlour ICBMs; each |:

- The changmg balance oI strategzc ’
nuclear forces.between the. United |
‘States ‘and the-Soviet Union ‘has’ in
*the [ast few years been a major-focus |

- ‘of attention-for the American mtel- i

ligence:commum.ty ‘Untl theelate
',1960s,§r.the, ‘United :- States..;was |
m.xhtanlystrongex: thau the Soviet:
;‘Umon by virtue. of its superiorni-]
clear arsenal We feltsccure-'l'he So~

,co‘rrect the-imbalance o Ruis ]
¥ Theresult hasbeen thatirrthielast
tseveral years alk of the best studies -
;have shown.that the balance of stra-
jtegic nuclear. capabilities’has “been
txppmg in favor of the Soviet Umon

i;,The Carter“administration:recog--
“nized this imbalancé and developed
an'ambitious:plan.to-build a- mam--
“moth.new intercontinental ballistic |
‘missile ‘system“known. as the MX.'|
Congxess has. tprtmded “initdal" fi--
nancmg, and already- contractors |
*from: California. to  Massachusetts:]
-are building test sites and hiring de<
{signers-and: workers’Some :10,000
.vgorkers are already involved.:.r.*: .; :

1ce’s $36.biflion to the General Ac-
tounﬂng Office’s-§56 billion:-Each |
“issile will weigh 95.tons; two and
'a half times more thtan our most cur--
frent ICBM, the.Minuteman IIf, and
mllcarry'lo ‘separate warheads. To
: construct a.base for. it will require;
8ac:«':«'n'dmg 10 some estimates; 40 per:{
7 cent’of thecounnys torak cement
‘productionsfor: threel years, i and;
moredirt will haveto bemoved and’
;moreland sequmered than forthe.
$Panama Canaky; sz ;..».,,--.-,.., EAE
}“MXisalsoanew nr.eptin ICBMs:-
;,,Our presént Minuterzan ICBMS are-
;Toaded in fixed.nqderngmd silas,
‘of concrete're!nfmed. to Help:them:|
awithstand nuclear attack, ‘MX,>in’

;‘contrast, " wilL’ be\ senmnobxle. #

'l‘wenty .three shelters, about a mile’

.“from launch in the United States td

*’ééstot the MX'F run from the Air For:}

:possibletofind in broad ocean areas;
~Bombers-can carry a large number-

{ iback:before’ they ~actually" Jaunch-

;apart,;are-to be: bnill_fox_each M);.

.‘ . ¥
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=a201-foot-long tramporter-launcher
;_weigh.mg more> than -a“million
‘pounds, over:thespecial' highways
4from oneofits23shelterstoanother:

MXwonld force them toworry about
:,23, targets rather’than just ones < <
“<The U.S. strategic strength. -su'a-
tegxcstrength inthiscontext, refers |;
".to_the major powers'.centrally-con-

trolled nuclear forces, which aretar- |
‘geted -against each -other: ~ is built.
gn three-legs known as the TRIAD.

'Each leg represents a weapons §ys-
:tem thatislaunched differently;one
‘from land bases, the second from air-
plans and the third from subma-
‘rines’Each leg presents the Soviet.
‘UnionZwith a- dxfferenr problem |
‘should it‘decide 1o attack. While it.
-mlghtbe able to cripple one’leg; the
‘inability .to! knock :out-;ally three |
:Should deter the: Soviet Union fronr

.Spect y.
the land. = that:is, the. ICB\I - leg.
{ *leg‘xs important’ because™ “the;,
‘size~ of the warheads and 'the “accu-]
;racy of the missiles make it the most;
,powerfut partof our strategic arse-
:naloIt is ‘quickly: -‘Tesponsive to.a de-
qsx_qn .:to» Jaunch;~ because 7 the
stant state of readiness and we have
“reliable; instantaneous, secure com=
smunications-to: them. -:It. ‘provides
;minimum warning of attack to the
Sovzet mhtary. because ‘the time’

-detonation :over-the’ Soviet Union
‘wbuld be only about 30 minutes. 3
" The other legs of the TRIAD have
‘different  virtues..-Submarine-
:laanched ballistic missiles (SLBMs)
. provide- greater assurance than ej:
.ther of the other weapons systems
“that they-will survive a surprise at-
‘tack: Subinarines can be constantly
“moving and- they"are. virtually: im-

+of weapons, so they.provide great de-.
_structive potential and, because the
.bombers themselves can be called

-théir missiles; this Ieg of theTRIAD,-

is- thié most flexible:- . . %0 G5

v Most authorities agree that today
;,the landJaunched ICBMs, our Min-

. uteman missiles,;are the most vul-
~‘nerable~ of -our strategxc “forces|
' bécause their location is fixed, mak-}.
ing thern easy targets: But is MX theé:
+best replacement? The undertaking.

;15 50 central to.our national security | .

ﬁthatxtlsimpomnt thatdoubts about
%it e resolved. * 0¥ IR L
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this: imbalance;~We could increase |

=i Jaunchingsheltersrather than sitin’
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¥i\First; what do’ we mean when we'
say that the balancé of strategu: nu-’
tclear forces is tipping-against:us?.
{How is that balance méasured? One.
:quantitative measure is the number
;oL weapons the United Statesand the
“Soviet Union each has. Here, Amer-’
fica-is’clearly ahead- We can. attack
smore. individual targets., than the
“Russians cans ;=70 mas: o Shpes
v ,»Another measure is.the ability 16
yinflict” damage.. Here: the : Soviet
.Union_.is: well" ahead. The' Soviets
“hold botk an- absolute lead intatal;
numberof ICBMsand arelative lead -
in the ability to destroy missiles that -
are housed in hardened silos. This=
advantagereflects, first; the fact that-1
there are 400 to 00 fewer ICBM tar-
getsin the United Statés than in the:
Soviet Union. Second, it reflects a ba«
sic trend .in" strategic: warfare. - Im-+
provements in weapon accuracy are.
‘more thamr offSetting any efforts to
_harden silos. Direct hits can destmy.‘,
even hardened silos.. -gnid sy 5.
{=Wescould do two ttnngs to right

our-ability.to attack hardened tar-,
gets-in';the-Soviet. Union and we.
could ‘make our ICBM forces lessvul-
nerable- But, whatever we do; it must
‘ot only: correct. the actual. imbal<
ance of capabmty- it ist. also cor-
rect.the; -perception of imbalance. It
myst be made clear in the minds of "
Savietofficials aswell as other? world 1
Ieaders that; the-Soviet Union™does.
ot havé an. edge on "the United:
Statesin stratégic nuclear strengtL
“*“A majorstep 1n doing-that is to cres.
ate the impression that’the Umted‘
States’ is seriously committed to im.’
_proving our strategic forces; even it
inrealitySome of the actions we take':
will "contribute - only *to~ ovemxll..
Changing-the-'worlds perception-
hat'we are falling behind the Sovier:
-Union i$ as important as not falling:
behind in face Deterrence’is the key”
goal of strategic nuclear forces, and
what will or will not deteranuclear
‘attack is sometimes. more . psycho-
logical than quantifiable: i+ <4~
i+ TheMX would, indeed, meet these
objectives It is' designed to hit hard-
targets.- Jt* is1éss- vulnerable -than” |
Mintterman=becatise- each: missile:
can shuttle among the 23 al ternative-.

aze fixed silo. And, p proceeding with:
the’most expensive- piblic- -works. !
program. ever contemplated would |
certainly “give-an impression that
America was serious about restori’n
the: strategic balance. Ty 1.
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